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Rubric for the Response to the Paired Reading Selections 

 
6 The student clearly and effectively chooses key or important ideas from each reading 

selection to support a position on the question and to make a clear connection between 
the reading selections. The position and connection are thoroughly developed with 
appropriate examples and details. There are no misconceptions about the reading 
selections. There are strong relationships among ideas. Mastery of language use and 
writing conventions contributes to the effect of the response. 

 
5 The student makes meaningful use of key ideas from each reading selection to support 

a position on the question and to make a clear connection between the reading 
selections. The position and connection are well developed with appropriate examples 
and details. Minor misconceptions may be present. Relationships among ideas are 
clear. The language is controlled, and occasional lapses in writing conventions are 
hardly noticeable. 

 
4 The student makes adequate use of ideas from each reading selection to support a 

position on the question and to make a connection between the reading selections. The 
position and connection are supported by examples and details. Minor misconceptions 
may be present. Language use is correct. Lapses in writing conventions are not 
distracting.  

 
3  The student takes a clear position on the question. The response makes adequate use 

of ideas from one reading selection or partially successful use of ideas from both 
reading selections to support the position. The position is developed with limited use of 
examples and details. Misconceptions may indicate only a partial understanding of the 
reading. Language use is correct but limited. Incomplete mastery over writing 
conventions may interfere with meaning some of the time.  

 
2  The student takes a clear position on the question. There is partially successful use of 

ideas from one reading selection or minimal use of ideas from both reading selections 
to support the position. The position is underdeveloped. Major misconceptions may 
indicate minimal understanding of the reading. Limited mastery over writing conventions 
may make the writing difficult to understand.  

 
1  The student takes a position on the question but only makes minimal use of ideas from 

one reading selection or the student attempts to support an unclear position with 
minimal use of ideas from both reading selections. Ideas are not developed and may be 
unclear. Major misconceptions may indicate a lack of understanding of the reading. 
Lack of mastery over writing conventions may make the writing difficult to understand.  

 
Condition codes for unratable papers (zeroes): 
A – Off Topic 
B – Written in a Language other than English or Illegible 
C – Blank or Refusal to Respond 
D – Retells or references the reading selections with no connection to the scenario question or theme 
E – Responds to the scenario question with no reference to either of the reading selections 
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Anchor Paper 1 
 

 
Anchor Paper 1 
Score Point D 
  
The student retells or references the reading selections with no connection to the question. 
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Anchor Paper 2 
 

 
Anchor Paper 2 
Score Point D 
  
The student responds to the question with no reference to either of the reading selections. 
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Anchor Paper 3 
 

 
 
Anchor Paper 3 
Score Point 1 
  
The student attempts to support an unclear position with minimal use of ideas from both 
reading selections. An attempt at a connection is made (“. . . both stories are good and they 
both like to talk to Animals . . .”), but it is not creditable, as there is no evidence that the 
character in Woodsong likes to talk to animals. Additionally, misconceptions indicate a lack of 
understanding of the reading. (“. . . the ASL are working with Ape and gorillas. The ape . . . 
was speaking words ASL can under stand. She know how to say words so Clear.”) 
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Anchor Paper 4 
 

 
Anchor Paper 4 
Score Point 1 
  
The student takes a position with minimal use of ideas from Going Ape. (“. . . when Loulis 
mischievously ran away with one of her favorite magazines an annoyed Washoe signed, ‘Bad, 
Bad, Bad. The Ape recalls her cand bar cand banana.”). The reference to the dog in the first 
paragraph is not text-based and thus is not creditable. 
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Anchor Paper 5 
 

 
Anchor Paper 5 
Score Point 1 
  
The student takes a position with minimal use of ideas from Going Ape. (“. . . apes they talk to 
humans in sign language and humans are the ones who taught how . . .”) The student 
attempts a non-specific reference to Woodsong. (“Dogs and humans can not talk to each other 
because all dogs moan, and howl but one one day they’ll find out how to know what they’re 
saying.”) 
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Anchor Paper 6 
 

 
Anchor Paper 6 
Score Point 2 
  
The student takes a clear position and makes minimal use of ideas from both selections. 
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Anchor Paper 7 
 

 
Anchor Paper 7 
Score Point 2 
  
The student takes a clear position. The support is minimal from both selections. (“they can
 communicate with Gorillas. . . . he knew that the dogs were sad”) 
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Anchor Paper 8 
 

 
 
Anchor Paper 8 
Score Point 2 
  
The student takes a clear position with the last paragraph, but it is underdeveloped. There is a 
partially successful use of ideas from one selection, Going Ape. (“. . . we have already achieved 
such a thing by use of Sign Language and Geometric Symbols. The use of Geometric Symbols 
is much more limited than Sign Language, but Man can only do so much.”) The sentence 
referencing Woodsong is merely an opinion. There is no attempt at a connection. 
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Anchor Paper 9 
 

 



English Language Arts—Grade 7 Released Items Fall 2006 

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 

 

 
 
Anchor Paper 9 
Score Point 3 
  
The student takes a clear position. The response makes adequate use of ideas from both 
selections. The student does not attempt to make a connection.  
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Anchor Paper 10
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Anchor Paper 10 
Score Point 3 
  
The student takes a clear position. There is adequate use of ideas from each reading selection 
to support a position. There is some retelling of the stories, particularly with respect to 
Woodsong. There is no attempt at a connection. This is a strong 3.  
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Anchor Paper 11 
 

 
Anchor Paper 11
Score Point 4 
  
The student takes a clear position. There are ideas from each reading selection to support a 
position, and to make a connection between the selections. (“. . . we can communicate with 
[the apes] by ASL . . . We can communicate with dog . . .”) 
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Anchor Paper 12 
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Anchor Paper 12 
Score Point 4 
  
The student makes adequate use of ideas from each selection to support a position on the 
question. (“. . . in ‘Going Ape over language’ the Apes and humans were communicating by 
using sign language. When they use sign language the Apes can tell the cargivers that their 
hungry, tired, sad, angry, or even when their thirsty. . . . from the story ‘Wood Song’, . . . he 
took the dogs back to his house he made a fire, the dogs laid around the fire until it went and 
then the dogs howled a song, but the man knew what they were trying to tell him.”) Finally, the 
student makes a connection. (“. . . In both of the reading selections I read about humans 
communicating with animals . . .”) This response is a solid 4. 
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Anchor Paper 13
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Anchor Paper 13 
Score Point 4 
  
The student makes adequate use of ideas from each selection to support a position 
(“‘Washoe’ [an APE] uses sign language to communicate with humans”) and (“He made a fire 
hole in the snow. The pups went crazy with fear . . . He then let the fire die down. . . . the dogs 
started to sing. . . . it was a sad song.”) and to make a connection (“. . . Both selections are 
about animal communication.”). This is a strong 4. 
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Anchor Paper 14 
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Anchor Paper 14
Score Point 5 
  
The student makes meaningful use of key ideas from each reading selection to support a 
position on the question and to make a connection. (“These, stories both have to do with 
communicating with animals.”) The position and connection are well-developed with 
appropriate examples and details, and the language is nicely controlled. 
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Anchor Paper 15 
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Anchor Paper 15
Score Point 6 
  
The student takes a clear position (“I disagree with the statement ‘Humans and animals can 
never truly understand each other”) and consistently chooses key details and examples in 
support (“. . . the primates clearly understand what is being taught to them . . . Washoe would 
sign . . . when she was annoyed . . . or when she wanted affection . . . Koko . . . could utilize 
sign language . . . She displayed joy, sadness, a few complex thoughts . . . [and] to get herself 
out of trouble . . . They sang a sad song for the thing that had scared them so much before.). 
Relationships among ideas are strong. Strong, insightful connections are made between the 
texts. (“communication with animals. . . growth of animals . . . intellectual growth in the 
primates . . . emotional growth of the dogs . . . Both selections deal with truly amazing feats 
from the animals.”) 
 
 
 




